
eBooks

Ranch Riding 
Patterns



1

1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extend	the	trot,	at	the	top	of	the	arena,	stop
4.	 360	degree	turn	to	the	left
5.	 Left	lead	1/2	circle,	lope	to	the	center
6.	 Change	leads	(simple	or	flying)
7.	 Right	lead	1/2	circle
8.	 Extended	lope	up	the	long	side	of	the	arena	(right	lead)
9.	 Collect	back	to	a	lope	around	the	top	of	the	arena	and	back	to	center
10.	 Break	down	to	an	extended	trot
11.	 Walk	over	poles
12.	 Stop	and	back	

Poles

Stop & Back

Minimum of 26”
(space between 
poles/logs)

Start

Lead Change
Walk
Trot
Ext Trot
Lope
Ext Lope
Back

Stop

360 Left

AQHA Ranch Riding - Pattern 1
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1.	 Walk	
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extended	trot
4.	 Left	lead	lope
5.	 Stop,	1	1/2	turn	right
6.	 Extended	lope	
7.	 Collect	to	working	lope-right	lead
8.	 Change	leads	(simple	or	flying)
9.	 Walk
10.	 Walk	over	logs
11.	 Trot	
12.	 Extended	trot
13.	 Stop	and	back

X

///////

26’’ - 30’’ space between logs

AQHA Ranch Riding - Pattern 2
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1.	 Walk	to	the	left	around	corner	of	the	arena
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extend	alongside	of	the	arena	and	around	the	corner	to	center
4.	 Stop,	side	pass	right
5.	 360	degree	turn	each	direction	(either	way	1st)
6.	 Walk
7.	 Trot
8.	 Lope	left	lead
9.	 Extend	the	lope
10.	 Change	leads	(simple	or	flying)
11.	 Collect	to	the	lope
12.	 Extend	Trot
13.	 Stop	and	back

Start

Lead Change
Walk
Jog
Ext Jog
Lope
Ext Lope
Back
Sidepass

Stop

AQHA Ranch Riding - Pattern 3
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot	serpentine
3.	 	Lope	left	lead	around	the	end	of	the	arena	and	then	diagonally	across	the	arena
4.	 	Change	leads	(simple	or	flying)	and	
5.	 Lope	on	the	right	lead	around	end	of	the	arena
6.	 	Extend	lope	on	the	straight	away	and	around	corner	to	the	center	of	the	arena
7.	 Extend	trot	around	corner	of	the	arena
8.	 Collect	to	a	trot
9.	 Trot	over	logs
10.	 Stop,	do	360	degree	turn	each	direction	(either	direction	1st)	(L-R	or	R-L)
11.	 Walk,	stop	and	back 

Start

Lead Change
Walk
Trot
Ext trot
Lope
Ext Lope
Back

Logs

3’-3’3”
(space between 
logs)

36”-42”

AQHA Ranch Riding - Pattern 4
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extended	lope-right	lead
4.	 	Lope-right	lead
5.	 Change	leads(simple	or	flying)
6.	 Lope	left	lead
7.	 Extended	trot
8.	 Stop,	side	pass	left,	side	pass	right,	1/2	way
9.	 Walk	over	logs
10.	 Walk
11.	 Trot	square	
12.	 Stop,	360°	turn	left,	back	

X
U

U
U

U
U

U
U

U

///////
26’’ - 30’’
(Space 
between
logs)

36’’ space for the side pass

AQHA Ranch Riding - Pattern 5
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Extended	trot	
3.	 Trot
4.	 Stop,	360	right	
5.	 Lope	right	lead
6.	 Change	leads
7.	 Lope	left	lead
8.	 Extended	lope,	collect
9.	 Trot
10.	 Walk	over	logs
11.	 Walk
12.	 Stop	and	back	

Start
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1.	 Walk	and	walk	over	logs
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extended	trot;	collect	to	trot
4.	 Lope	–	right	lead
5.	 Extended	lope
6.	 Change	leads	(simple	or	flying)
7.	 Lope	–	left	lead
8.	 Trot
9.	 Walk
10.	 Stop;	360	degrees	in	both	directions	(either	way	first);	

back	2	horse	lengths
11.	 Exit	at	a	walk	or	trot

Start
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extend	the	trot,	at	the	top	of	the	arena	,stop
4.	 360	degree	turn	to	the	left
5.	 Left	lead	1/2	circle,	lope	to	the	center
6.	 Change	leads	(simple	or	flying)
7.	 Right	lead	1/2	circle
8.	 Extended	lope	up	the	long	side	of	the	arena	(right	lead)
9.	 Collect	back	to	a	lope	around	the	top	of	the	arena	and	back	to	center
10.	 Break	down	to	an	extended	trot
11.	 Walk	over	poles
12.	 Stop	and	back

Poles

Stop & Back

Minimum of 26”
(space between 
poles/logs)

Start

Lead Change
Walk
Trot
Ext Trot
Lope
Ext Lope
Back

Stop

360 Left
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot	
3.	 Extended	trot	
4.	 360	both	ways,	either	way	first
5.	 Left	lead	lope
6.	 Extended	lope,	collect	to	a	lope	
7.	 Trot
8.	 Right	lead	lope
9.	 Change	leads	and	lope	approximately	30	feet	
10.	 Walk
11.	 Walk	over	logs
12.	 Stop	and	back
13.	 Exit	at	walk	or	trot	
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1. Walk
2. Walk over logs
3. Trot
4. Right lead lope
5. Serpentine at extended trot, stop
6. 360° right, 1 1/2 left
7. Left lead lope
8. Extended lope around end
9. Slow to the lope, change leads
10. Trot
11. Walk
12. Stop and back
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1. Right lead lope up arena
2. Stop and roll back to the left
3. Left lead lope down the arena
4. Change leads and continue loping around corner
5. Extended lope up arena, collect
6. Extended trot
7. Trot
8. Walk
9. Trot
10. Walk over logs
11. Walk
12. Stop and back
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Start

1. Walk
2. Walk  over logs.
3. Trot
4. Stop - 360º turn to the right.
5. Right lead lope.
6. Extended trot.
7. Trot
8. Walk 
9. Side pass - right
10. Left lead lope.
11. Extended lope
12. Stop and back.
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1. Jog over poles.
2. Jog.
3. Extended trot.
4. Lope-right lead.
5. Extended lope-collect to lope.
6. Jog. 
7. 1 1/2 turns to the left.
8. Lope-left lead.
9. Change leads.
10. Lope-right lead.
11. Walk.
12. Stop and back.

X

Start
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1. 1. Walk in and through brush and over logs.
2. 2. Jog.
3. 3. Extended trot back and forth and to center.
4. 4. Right lead-lope around end.
5. 5. Change leads.
6. 6. Extended lope around end and half way down along side.  Collect to lope.
7. 7. Stop. 1 1/2 turn, either direction.
8. 8. Jog half way up arena.
9. 9. Walk half way and up to gate.
10. 10. Right hand-push gate.
11. 11. Walk away. Lope left lead.
12. 12. Stop and back.

X

//
//

//
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1. Walk and walk over logs.
2. Jog.
3. Extended trot.
4. Stop. 360º turn to the right.
5. Lope-right lead.
6. Extended lope-collect to lope.
7. Extended trot.
8. Stop. 1 1/2 turns to the left.
9. Walk.
10. Jog.
11. Lope-left lead.
12. Change leads.
13. Walk-stop and back.

////////

X
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1. Walk.
2. Jog.
3. Extended trot.
4. Stop. 360º turn to the left.
5. Lope-left lead.
6. Change leads.
7. Lope-right lead.
8. Extended lope, collect to a lope.
9. Jog. 
10. Walk.
11. Walk over logs and sidepass log. 180º turn to the left.
12. Walk to gate-right hand push.

X

U
U

U
U U

U
U

U

Start
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1. Jog in arena and 1/2 way up long side.
2. Extended trot around end and 1/2 way across end.
3. Walk around end.
4. Lope on left lead down long side.
5. Extended lope around end and up arena before slowing to a 
6. working lope.
7. Change leads.
8. Lope on right lead to 1/2 way across end.
9. Stop. 360º turn either direction.
10. Jog around corner and 1/2 way down long side.
11. Walk, walk over logs and walk to end.
12. Stop and back 15 feet.

X

/////

Start
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1. Walk
2. Trot
3. Extended trot
4. Stop, sidepass right and 1/2 way to the left
5. Walk over logs
6. Left lead lope
7. Change leads
8. Right lead lope
9. Extended lope
10. Extended trot
11. Trot
12. Walk
13. Stop and back

Cattle
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1.	 Extended	trot
2.	 Walk	poles
3.	 Walk
4.	 Trot
5.	 Side	pass	right,	walk	over	pole
6.	 Left	lead	lope
7.	 Extended	lope,	collect
8.	 Stop,	1	1/2	right	turn
9.	 Right	lead	lope
10.	 Trot
11.	 Walk
12.	 Stop	and	back
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Right	lead	lope	
3.	 Trot
4.	 Extended	trot
5.	 Stop,	360	left
6.	 Left	lead	lope
7.	 Extended	lope
8.	 Change	leads	and	continue	in	an	extended	lope,	collect
9.	 Trot
10.	 Trot	over	poles
11.	 Extended	trot
12.	 Walk	
13.	 Stop	and	back	

Start
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1.	 Jog	in	and	up	long	side,	stop.
2.	 Side	pass	left	across	first	log.	Side	pass	1/2	way	to	the	right.
3.	 Walk	across	logs.
4.	 Extended	jog	around	corner	and	1/2	way	across	end.
5.	 Jog	around	corner.
6.	 360º	turn	either	direction.	360º	turn	the	opposite	direction.
7.	 Lope	on	right	lead	down	the	long	side.
8.	 8.	Extended	lope	around	the	end	and	across	the	arena.
9.	 Change	leads,	continuing	to	extend	the	lope.
10.	 Stop.	Hesitate	walk	1/2	way	across	end.
11.	 Lope	on	the	left	lead,	crossing	the	arena.
12.	 Extend	the	trot	to	the	end.
13.	 Jog	across	end.
14.	 Stop	and	back.
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X

/////

Start
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extended	lope-right	lead
4.	 Lope-right	lead
5.	 Change	leads(simple	or	flying)
6.	 Lope	left	lead
7.	 Extended	trot
8.	 Stop,	side	pass	left,	side	pass	right,	1/2	way
9.	 Walk	over	logs
10.	 Walk
11.	 Trot	square
12.	 Stop,	360°	turn	left,	back

X
U

U
U

U
U

U
U

U

///////
26’’ - 30’’
(Space 
between
logs)

36’’ space for the side pass
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Side	pass	left	across	log	
3.	 and	1/2	way	to	the	right
4.	 Walk	over	logs
5.	 Extended	trot	
6.	 Trot
7.	 Right	lead	lope
8.	 Change	leads
9.	 Left	lead	lope
10.	 Extended	lope	with	a	definite	collection	to	a	lope	before	stopping
11.	 Stop	and	rollback	left,	lope	approximately	20	feet
12.	 Extended	trot	around	corner
13.	 Trot
14.	 Walk
15.	 Stop	and	back
16.	 360		turn	each	way,	either	way	first
17.	 Exit	at	a	walk	or	trot	

START
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1.	 Right	lead	lope
2.	 Change	leads	(simple	or	flying)
3.	 Left	lead	lope
4.	 Extended	lope
5.	 Extended	trot
6.	 Trot
7.	 Walk
8.	 Right	hand	push	gate
9.	 Side	pass	log	–	left
10.	 270	degree	turn	to	left
11.	 Trot
12.	 Walk
13.	 Stop	and	back	2	horse	lengths
14.	 Exit	at	a	walk	or	trot

Start
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extended	trot
4.	 Stop;	360º	turn	each	direction.	

Either	direction	first
5.	 Lope-left	lead	around	end
6.	 Extended	lope
7.	 Collect	to	lope	and	change	leads
8.	 Lope-right	lead
9.	 Extended	trot
10.	 Trot
11.	 Walk	and	walk	over	logs;	

Continue	walking
12.	 Stop	and	back	15	feet
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot
3.	 Extended	trot
4.	 Left	lead	lope;	stop
5.	 Right	hand	push	gate
6.	 Sidepass	left
7.	 Walk	over	logs
8.	 Trot	corners
9.	 Right	lead	lope
10.	 Extended	lope
11.	 Change	leads
12.	 Left	lead	lope
13.	 Stop	and	back

Gate
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1.	 Walk
2.	 Trot
3.	 Right	lead	lope
4.	 Extended	lope,	collect
5.	 Trot
6.	 Extended	trot
7.	 Stop,	right	rollback
8.	 Extended	trot,	collect	to	trot
9.	 Trot	logs
10.	 Left	lead	lope
11.	 Change	leads
12.	 Right	lead	lope
13.	 Trot
14.	 Walk
15.	 Stop	and	back
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1.	 Extended	lope	on	right	lead
2.	 Lope	right	lead
3.	 Change	Leads
4.	 Extended	Trot	
5.	 Trot
6.	 Walk	to	gate
7.	 Right	hand	push	gate
8.	 Side	Pass	left	and	1/2	way	to	right
9.	 Walk	across	log	and	lope	on	left	lead	
10.	 Walk

11.	 Walk	over	logs	
12.	 Trot
13.	 Extend	lope	(left	lead),	collect	to	lope
14.	 Stop	and	back	
15.	 360	both	directions	(either	direction	

first)
16.	 Exit

Start



29

1.	 Enter	cattle	pen	and	walk	over	logs
2.	 Right	hand	push	gate
3.	 Lope	on	left	lead
4.	 Extended	trot
5.	 Trot	past	center;	stop
6.	 Back	to	center,	2	1/4	turns	left
7.	 Lope	left	lead,	change	leads
8.	 Right	lead	lope
9.	 Extended	lope
10.	 Extended	trot
11.	 Trot	to	exit	gate

ENTER
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1. Trot
2. Extended trot through shrubs
3. Left lead lope
4. Extended trot
5. Walk
6. Right lead lope
7. Trot
8. Extended lope
9. Change leads, continue extended lope, collect to a lope
10. Trot
11. Left hand push gate into pen
12. Walk over poles
13. Right hand push gate out of pen
14. Walk
15. 360 right, 360 left, back 

ENTER
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